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which have not been attempted in other countries without the assistance of some form of loan. In the third table at the end of this chapter the net military expenditure is shown under the heads of effective and non-effective charges and military works. We have already seen that great reductions in the military expenditure were effected in the early sixties. From that time until the year 1885 there was little increase in the effective charges. The Government of India strove after economy, and in consequence of the recommendations made by a Commission appointed in 1879 savings were effected which amounted to more than i crore. In 1885 the advance of Russia and the conquest of Upper Burma led to an increase in the forces and considerable expenditure in various directions. In 1884-5 *e net effective expenditure amounted to 12*3 crores,and in 1886-7 to 15-3 crores1. In 1890-1 the total net amount was 16 orores, and in the following year it rose to 17! crores. The ri.se on this occasion was due to the introduction of various modern improvements in armament, equipment, and organization. From 1891-2 to the present time the promotion of these and similar improvements, which are essential to the efficiency of the army, has continued. Other causes of increased expenditure are the raising of the pay of the native soldiers in 1895, an^ of the British soldiers in 1898 and again in 1902. The net effective expenditure (excluding military works) had risen to \ 8| crore* in 1896-7 and reached 24 crores in 1904-5. In 1899-1900 and subsequent years large savings were effected by the absence of troops in South Africa and China, whose cost while so employed fell on the Home Government; but against theie savinp must be taken expenditure on transport, equipment, and reorganisation, which the experience of the South African War has shown to be necessary. Considerable sums have recently been spent on the establishment of cordite, gun-carriage, and small-arms factories, which will cheapen the cont of military material and afford mechanical training and employment to natives of India; and for the redistribution and reorg^nimtbn of the army, including the supply of new guns and rifles* The net expenditure on non-effective charges rose ftotn z| crores in 1876-7 to 5 crores in 1894-5* &nd since thai has fallen to 4^ crores in 1904-5. Its course has been influenced by the rate of exchange, and by various complications and changes in .system. The introduction of
1 In these and many subsequent years the fall in exchange added considerably to the total effective charges, because the pay of British troops it fixed at a sterling